Check us out on our web site at: https://www.wisconsinforce.org/

Check us out on Facebook @ Wisconsinforce
June 2019

Upcoming Events
LaCrosse
Mid-Range 4-gun 600 yd
June 15 & 16, 2019

Lodi
Midwest Palma & LongRange State Championship
June 17-23, 2019

Negaunee
80 shot NMC
June 22, 2019

WI Rapids
Vintage Team Sniper Match
June 22, 2019

Negaunee
NRA 80 Shot & CMP EIC Leg
match
June 22 & 23, 2019

Racine
Mid-Range F-Class
June 23, 2019

Racine
M1 Carbine Match
June 29, 2019

Nicolet
50 Shot M1
June 29, 2019

Eau Claire
M1 Garand
July 4th, 2019

Eau Claire
Vintage Sniper
July 5th, 2019

Eau Claire
80 shot NMC & CMP Leg
July 6 & 7, 2019

Eau Claire
Junior Service Rifle Practice
July 8, 2019

See Calendar on web page for
other events:
https://www.wisconsinforce.org/

Northwest Rod and Gun Club (NWRGC) was founded in 1960 and
has been serving as a
local conservation and shooting-sports club continuously since
then.
NWRGC is the organization charged with operating Dunn County’s
Boyceville Rifle Range, a public range located in northern Dunn
County. In that regard, our goal is to provide a safe, friendly,
functional shooting-sports facility that meets the needs of area
shooters. The Boyceville facility includes two ranges: a pistol range
with 6 shooting positions, with the berm 70 yards from the firing line,
and a rifle range that includes 16 sheltered shooting positions, a
warming house, and the berm 180 yards from the firing line. Both
ranges are backed by a 150’ hill beyond the berms.
Watch the calendar for various events and scheduled range times,
including pistol shoots, muzzle loader shoots, “Sight-in” days, club
meetings, Range Supervisor training sessions, and etc.
The range is open only when a certified Range Supervisor is present.
We’re always looking for more supervisors, so watch for the next
training session! As a certified supervisor, you can open the range
any time during daylight hours 6 days/week, and noon-dark on
Sundays.
For more information on Northwest Rod and Gun Club go to:
http://www.nwrgc.org/index.php

Wisconsin State Indoor Open Pistol Championships
April 12-14, 2019
We had a great Wisconsin
Championship!
It was fun and a lot of camaraderie, as
always among shooters.
The 2019 Wisconsin State Indoor Open
Pistol Championship top place winners
are as follows.

WI State Champion: Jeff Vermilyea - 1655 - 32 Match Winner: Dan Gutknecht - 1702 - 46
High WI Master: NONE High WI Expert: - Jeff Vermilyea - 1655 - 32
High WI Sharpshooter: Rob Kovach - 1599 - 28
High WI Marksman: Alex Jushchyshyn - 1542 - 26
High WI Woman: Victoria Labrosse - 1128 - 06
We had 31 shooters filling 50 spots.
I hope you all enjoyed the match and your trip home was safe and comfortable. Thank you once again
for attending our match.
Just a reminder to keep the 24th or the 25th of August open for the 2019 State Outdoor. They will have
a Distinguished Auto, Revolver and 22 Match each day. Hope to see all of you there.

Announcement of CMP Scholarship
Good Evening,
I am Randy Gregory, Coach of the MRC Jr. Marksmanship
program and Wisconsin State director for the Civilian
Marksmanship Program.
The CMP Scholarship Program annually provides one
hundred and fifty $1000.00 scholarship to current
outstanding high school seniors who participated in
marksmanship competitions.
In honor of her excellent academic and leadership record
and outstanding accomplishments I gladly present Avery
Apfelbeck with this CMP youth scholarship award for
$1000.00.
Congratulations Avery Apfelbeck

News from the Board
Next Board of Directors Meeting December 7, 2019

Help us protect your second amendment rights in Wisconsin! Join
Wisconsin Firearm Owners today!
This is cheap insurance to assure your gun, range, hunting, selfdefense rights and your Freedom in Wisconsin.
Wisconsin Firearm Owners is 100% volunteer organization.
Contact Info:
Officers
President-Mike Stewart: president@wisconsinforce.org
Vice President-Dave Holub: dave@wisconsinforce.org
Treasurer- Kaleb Hall: kaleb@wisconsinforce.org
Secretary- James Melville: james@wisconsinforce.org
Board of Directors
John Durhan: john@wisconsinforce.org Dale Anhalt: dale@wisconsinforce.org
Sara Holub: sara@wisconsinforce.org
Paul Reynolds: preynolds@new.rr.com
Rob Kovach:
Jeff Rowsam: jeffr@wisconsinforce.org
Brady Westling: brady@wisconsinforce.org

Adult Service Rifle Team Fundraiser
Wisconsin Force Senior Rifle Team is raffling off an M1 Garand.
All Proceeds Support the Wisconsin Senior Rifle Team.
Drawing to be held Sunday, July 7, 2019 at 1:30 pm.
Location Eau Claire National Rifle Club, Eau Claire Wisconsin.
Wisconsin Firearm Owners, Ranges, Clubs, & Educators Inc., PO Box 130, Seymour, WI 54165-0130-WRL#R0016692A-16715

Tickets are: $10 Each or 3/$20
Limited To 300 Tickets!
All Federal and State Laws Apply- Need Not Be Present to Win!
Must be 18 years of age to win.
If you are interested in purchasing or would like to help support the Senior Service Rifle Team
Contact Tom Jones.
By Phone: 262-224-0383 or email: tommygunbmg@gmail.com

• Wisconsin Firearm Owners gives you a voice in Madison to
protect your Second Amendment Rights.

• We are the only NRA State Chartered Association in Wisconsin.
• WFO and the NRA led the lobbying efforts for Right to Carry and
The Shooting Ranges Protection Act.

• WFO provides Club and Range support for those looking to
expand and improve their ranges.

• As your NRA and CMP State Association, WFO sanctions State
Championships for multiple shooting disciplines.

• Our lobbying efforts have helped to clean up Wisconsin’s
handgun restrictions.

• Advancing hunter rights and mentored hunting in Wisconsin.
JOIN US TODAY TO HELP PROTECT YOUR GUN RIGHTS. www.wisconsinforce.org

MEMBER TYPE:
Individual:

Club or Business:

____ Annual $20
____ Life $250
____ Junior Membership FREE (under 18)

_____ Regular Annual $30
_____ Patriot Annual $250

Name:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________ DOB:

______/________/___________

Payment: ____ Check ____ Paypal (Online Only) _______________________________

Mail To: Wisconsin Firearm Owners
PO Box 130
Seymour, WI 54165
I certify that I am not now, and never have been, a member of any organization which has in any part of its program, the attempt to overthrow
the government of the United States by force or violence, and that I have never been convicted of a felony, crime of violence, or misdemeanor
domestic violence, and I am not otherwise prohibited from owning firearms. If admitted to membership in Wisconsin Firearm Owners, Ranges,
Clubs & Educators Inc. I will fulfill the obligations of good sportsmanship, and I will uphold the Constitution of the United States of America
and the Second Amendment thereto.
Signature ________________________________________________ Date ________/ ________ / ____________ Donations to Wisconsin
FORCE are not refundable or transferable and are not tax deductible as charitable contributions for tax purposes.

Sights, Wind and Mirage
by Ernest J. Vande Zande - Friday, November 20, 2015

Sights
There are some fundamentals of sight adjustment to review
before discussing wind and mirage. For this initial discussion,
let’s assume we are on an indoor range with no wind or mirage.

Sight Adjustment
As you know, when your rifle is not canted and you move one of
your sight knobs, you are either moving the point of aim
up/down or left/right. Most shooters, however, cant their rifle as
a necessary practice to adjust the rifle to fit the shooter’s
position, rather than fitting the shooter to the rifle. It is
imperative that the degree to which the rifle is canted be exactly
the same for each shot. To accomplish this, smallbore shooters use a spirit level to monitor their cant angle.

Effects of Cant on Sight Changes
In this right hand example, we will assume that the top of the hook butt plate is moved from 12 o’clock to 1
o’clock, while the bottom of the hook butt plate remains at the 6 o’clock position. Placing the butt of the rifle into
the shoulder and keeping the hook in the same position, straight up and down, results in the rifle being canted to
the left with the cheek piece pushing into the shooter’s cheek. With the rifle so canted, a windage adjustment to
the left not only moves the shot placement to the left, but also down.
Likewise, when we adjust this sight’s elevation downward, we are also making a small change in windage to the
right. The greater the cant, the greater amount of elevation and windage change will occur. With some sights, the
shooter can adjust the sight so that it remains level, thus avoiding the effect of cant. In my experience, most
people either don’t have such a sight or don’t take advantage of this feature.
From this point on we will consider shooting outdoors and dealing with the effects of wind and mirage.

The Bernoulli Effect
The Bernoulli Effect explains the relationship between air speed and pressure. Consequently, as wind picks up
from the right, the bullet pattern will move to the left and higher. If wind is blowing from the left, the pattern will
move to the right and lower. This produces the 10 o’clock to 4 o’clock pattern in the diagram above.
So we need to take cant and the Bernoulli Effect into account even before we think about wind and mirage.

Wind
With wind, we need to assess both direction (angle) and velocity (speed). International-style ranges generally do
not have bushes, long grass or dust to indicate wind effects. That means that we are limited to assessing wind
direction and velocity from range flags and mirage.
At this writing, International rules require flags to be placed 10 and 30 meters from the shooter toward the target
and on every firing point. Wind velocity is relatively easy to assess by watching the flags. You can see wind pickups and let-offs as well as determine a predominant condition by studying the flags. Assessing the direction of
the wind is more challenging.
There are several areas on which to focus to determine angle. The distance from the flag stand to the end of the
arm is fixed. So, as the wind changes in angle, for example from 3 o’clock to either 1:30 or 4:30, the length of the
horizontal rotating arm appears shorter. It is even more challenging to determine if the angle is toward you or
away from you. Looking at the arm of the flag, if the point of attaching the flag to the arm appears to be larger or
closer, then the wind is coming toward you. If it appears smaller, you know the wind angle is away from you.
Also, if the flag appears bigger, the wind is blowing into you and if the flag appears further away or smaller, the
wind is blowing away from you. These are subtle changes, but you can and need to train yourself to pick up on
them. This isn’t easy, but with training it can be done consistently with accuracy. I can tell you the best shooters
do this with accuracy, all the time.
As a wind flag becomes saturated with water, the flag becomes heavier and requires more wind to move the flag.
So, in rainy conditions, keep in mind that the amount of wind required to move the wet flag to the same point as
in a dry condition is greater. One advantage of rain is that it is a good indicator of wind direction and velocity. In
short, we are saying to use all available indicators to assess wind direction and velocity and to use them
according to the changing conditions around you.
One question asked over and over is to look at a range flag and ask how many sight adjustment clicks that
condition is worth. What might be a click or two on one range may be different on another, based on terrain and
other factors. With this in mind, one size does not fit all. In other words, a condition that may be worth one click
on one range may be worth three clicks on another.
There are four basic methods of shooting in the wind: (1) pick a condition in which to shoot, (2) estimate a new
wind velocity and make sight corrections, (3) a combination of these two methods, and (4) chasing the shot. The

critical factor in all four methods is to know your zero and how the zero is affected by what goes on around you.
The most desirable method is the first: picking a condition. This method has the fewest number of variables
since you only shoot when all conditions are exactly the same as the one you picked.
The one disadvantage of this method is that it can require a great deal of time. The second method—estimating
wind direction and velocity and correcting for their changes, is also a popular method. The disadvantage of this
method is that you are shooting in more variables and your estimation had better be correct. Learning to
estimate accurately requires a great deal of shooting experience. The third method—pick a condition and
estimate any changes, is more complex and makes it a bit more difficult to know your exact zero. The difference
with this method is that you are shooting within a range of conditions and changing your sights, rather than
using a single condition. You are shooting outside of the “predominant condition,” and shooting through a range
of wind changes that you find acceptable. Finally, there is the “chasing the shot” method. This is a plan of
desperation and normally used when you are running out of time and making sight adjustments based only upon
the print of the last shot.
We will cover game plan in a moment, but one thing a shooter should never do is to make the decision to give up
on his/her game plan of predicting the shot and shooting through all conditions. This is a losing effort, as the
shooter has no idea of the impact of the elements from shot-to-shot on where the bullet will print on the target.
This is elementary school thinking. Never just give up and shoot through everything.
I’ve often heard it said that wind reading is a game of luck or chance. I believe good wind and mirage reading and
prediction is a learned activity. Although luck or chance play an important part in all our lives, I tend to agree with
the thoughts of Louis Pasteur: “Chance favors the prepared mind.”

Quadrant Shooting
Top shooters use two quadrants to identify the dominant wind condition in which
they will shoot: A front view to determine the wind velocity and a top view to
measure wind direction (angle). Fire record shots only when both quadrant angles
match your dominant condition. When looking directly at the wind flag (front
view), the flag will generally move within a 90 degree arc between the 9 o’clock
and 3 o’clock positions. The predominant quadrant would be the condition in
which the flag is most often blowing. While determining the predominant
condition, the shooter would select either the right or left quadrant in which to
shoot and would avoid shooting when the flag is in the opposite quadrant. The
shooter is using the technique of looking directly at the flag (front view) to
determine velocity of the wind. It is also important to determine the angle, or
direction of the wind using a top view.
Mentally picture the quadrants from a “helicopter view.” However, this time
change the quadrants to 1:30 to 4:30, 4:30 to 7:30, 7:30 to 10:30, and 10:30 to 1:30.
It is important to determine the angle of the wind by developing a mental quadrant
picture.

Narrowing the Quads
Successful marksmen may not utilize these exact terms to discuss wind prediction, but they all use these
processes. The most successful marksmen utilize quadrant shooting. However, they narrow the quadrants down
significantly so that, instead of shooting in a 90-degree arc, they may shoot in only a 30-degree arc. A 30-degree
arc is equal to one hour on the clock, i.e. 6 to 7 o’clock, for example. While the discussion so far has addressed a
quadrant of 90-degrees, utilizing such a large area would be shooting in “too much wind,” which translates into
taking excessive chances. Successful shooters select a smaller area of the arc as their predominant condition.
Wind is usually not in a zero condition. Many shooters may initially
select their arc to be 7 to 8 o’clock. In order to judge angles in the other
quadrants, they may select 8:30 to 9:30 as their arc to better judge
direction. The point of this is that the most successful shooters use the
quadrant method. They also reduce the size of the quadrant so that they
are shooting in more consistent conditions. The smaller quadrant also
allows them to more accurately predict the placement of the bullet on
the target because they are shooting through fewer angle changes.
Being successful with this method requires the athlete to determine
when to shoot in one of two quadrants. The shooter selects the
quadrant with the predominant condition and determines the velocity in
which to shoot. The shooter then selects the angle to shoot in by
determining the predominant condition of that quadrant. Lastly the
shooter must develop the discipline to shoot only within those quadrant
arcs.

Mirage
Mirage is a distortion of light caused by alternate layers of hot and cool air; those “little wavy lines.” Better yet,
mirage has been referred to as “wind that you can see.”
With the advent of electronic targets and a monitor to see your shot, many shooters no longer use a spotting
scope. This is a huge mistake, as you cannot see the mirage without a scope. To see the mirage, focus the
spotting scope on your target and then back off or move the focus nearer so that you are focused in front of the
target. The target will appear blurry, but you will still be able to see your bullet holes. Aim the scope at the target
or target frame so that you can see the wavy lines. The mirage is constantly moving based on the direction and
velocity of the wind. Remember, it is “air we can see.”
Some of the best shooters in the world have told me that they will not use a spotting scope at certain complexes
because they can’t see any mirage. However, they may use a spotting scope on that same range later in the year,
when the mirage can be seen. My belief is that, even if you can only see mirage for a few shots, you are better off
having that additional information to make your sight change or shot selection. It only takes one missed
condition change to fall from a 600 to a 599.
Because air weighs so little, the mirage will change before the wind flags move. That means that by studying the
mirage during the course of a match, you will pick up more changes, sooner, than by just looking at the flags.
As wind speed increases, the mirage will flatten out at about 15 miles per hour. Unfortunately, mirage is of little
value at this wind speed or greater. From a zero wind condition, if the mirage picks up going to the left or right,
your shot will move in the same direction.
From a zero condition, if the mirage begins to “boil” (going up as opposed to left or right), your shot will go high.
And should the wind change and come into you, your shot will go low. With any of these examples, the amount
that the bullet print changes on the target depends on the velocity of the wind.

Championship Shooting
When you shoot a shot, what is it that you are trying to hit? Your answer should be a center 10. Focus on
shooting the center of the 10-ring, not just shooting a 10. If you sight in and you are shooting scratch 10s, your
shots are on call and you make the decision to go for record, you have given your competitors a huge advantage.
If you go for record and the smallest thing changes, you are probably now shooting a 9 just outside the 10-ring. If
you were sighted in to the center of the target, you have half the 10-ring in which small changes can take place
and still be able to shoot a 10. Do yourself and your teammates a favor; get sighted into the center of the 10-ring.
Ten to 15 minutes prior to the beginning of the match, study the predominant wind condition you plan to shoot
in. This is developing a game plan for your match. If you get into position and then begin these assessments
during your sighter shots, you are behind the power curve and at a distinct disadvantage from the start.
In your preparation period, establish your position; get your natural point of aim, dry fire to insure your position
is correct and that you are technically and mentally ready to shoot. Do that prior to the “Start” command and
prior to shooting your first shot.
The sighting target is to be used for two things; to sight your rifle in for the predominant condition and to test
wind conditions to see what effect a condition change will have on the point of impact. Do not use your sighter to
find your position.
Make as specific a shot call as possible. An example call is a “scratch 10 at 10 o’clock.” You need to include both
the clock direction and the score value, not just call a 10 or a 9. This is critical in order to know your zero and to
make changes.

Shot Calling/Adjustment Sequence
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fire the shot and follow through while calling the shot.
Check the flag and mirage (Should your placement expectation change?).
Check the monitor to observe the actual clock (direction) and value of the shot.
Make any sight changes.
Finish loading and check the mirage and flag again as you assume your position.
In position, check the flag again (if you can, from behind your sights), then shoot when ready (6 to 8
seconds).
• Repeat the process.
Why should you utilize this sequence? Wind and mirage reading is a process of predicting where the shot will
print versus your shot call. This takes into consideration changes that may have occurred since you last
observed, compared to where the bullet actually prints. So you want to understand what the wind and mirage are
doing as close to your shot as possible. This information allows you to determine if there is a reason the bullet
should print or not print on the target in the place that you have predicted. Wind and mirage constantly change.
All changes make a difference in your assessment of making or not making sight changes to maintain your zero.
Establish an efficient and comfortable shot cadence, often called rhythm, from the point the rifle goes off until
the next shot is completed. It is a measure of time. Because the wind and mirage are always changing, it is to
your advantage to have fewer element changes to shoot through. In other words, the longer it takes you to shoot
a shot (and a match), the greater the number of conditions you will shoot through. The point is not to shoot as
fast as you can, but to complete the sequence efficiently. Don’t take three or four seconds from firing the shot to

the point of lifting your head. Don’t take another three or four seconds to look at the flag and then open your bolt
to reload. Don’t take yet another three or four seconds to put a bullet into the chamber. Take the time you need,
but don’t waste time in the process. The advantage of efficient time use is that you understand the conditions
better, you shoot through fewer condition changes and you are not in position so long that the pain you
experience takes away from your ability to concentrate.
There is a saying in the Army: “Train as you will fight.” Let’s apply that to our sport and change it to: “Train as
you will compete.” There are two basic premises in this saying. First is the process of shooting. Sometimes
athletes want to take shortcuts and they do things differently in training because they are lazy and don’t want to
work that hard. They say they know what to do in the competition and they’ll do it then. The athlete may not say
this out loud, but inwardly they are saying it to themselves. Well I’ve got news; under pressure and on demand,
an athlete will most likely replicate what they have done in training, as it is a learned behavior. Having a lazy work
ethic in training but an expectation of a high performance in competition is a recipe for disaster. The competition
performance reverts back to the learned behavior in training.
The second premise in “train as you will compete” is intensity. This again goes back to an athlete’s choice. Lazy
athletes will give perhaps a 70 percent effort in training and then on match day expect that they will perform at
100 percent under pressure, on demand. This doesn’t happen except by accident. Do people sometimes have
great performances with terrible training habits? Yes, accidents happen. However, do you want to achieve by
accident or do you want to achieve on purpose? Training should be focused; putting forth full concentration;
goal oriented; and organized. And the training must be consistent to build the learned behavior required to
produce high-level intensity. Process and intensity through repetition become learned behaviors, which become
positive habits in successful athletes.
Always work from true zero. When sighting in, always know what your sight setting is in relation to true zero (no
wind). Regardless of how conditions change through your match, keep in mind what the sight setting would be in
a zero condition. In that way you will always be doping and predicting the value of the wind. It will help you stay
on top of your condition and you will know exactly where your sights are in relation to the condition in which you
are going to shoot.
Recently I heard shooters use the term “dead time.” Having never heard this term before I asked what that meant.
The answer was something like, “You know, it’s the time that you have when your condition changes and you are
waiting around until the condition comes back. You aren’t doing anything or thinking anything. Dude, its dead
time.” I was shocked at this statement. I’ve also had shooters tell me they lose focus during this time and their
cadence is different due to an extended period of waiting for their condition to come back. Cadence in outdoor
shooting, as opposed to indoor shooting with no wind and mirage, is different due to the additional time the
athlete is waiting for their condition to return before shooting the next shot. However, top-level athletes are
always “mentally busy.” They have no “dead time.” Shooters that have dead time are missing important
information concerning conditions that are necessary to continually keep track of their true zero. In addition, if an
athlete allows himself to mentally let down during the “dead time,” he/she is probably not at the same high
mental level when their condition returns and must quickly execute the shot. A constant high-level mental
performance is advantageous to producing a high-level performance outcome (score). Achieve on purpose, not
by accident.

The Game Plan
A game plan is a plan you develop, detailing what you are going to do in the match and how you will handle
variables. Before the match begins, you should mentally identify the predominant conditions; predict the
variations that you can expect to encounter; and determine your plan to handle those changes. Your game plan
is a road map with a variety or routes for you to follow depending on how conditions change or don’t change in
the match. Your game plan will provide a planned solution when adversity strikes during a match. Rather than
panic, you will simply make a confident mental shift, executing a different plan that deals most productively with
the changed condition.
A game plan is essential. Many shooters at local matches walk up to the line, lie down and start shooting. This is
done with no thought of what they want to do or how they will do it. Normally, these are not the folks who will be
on the podium. Before the match, I outline all the variables that could possibly happen and the best way to react
to each. When I walk up to the line I know exactly what I am going to do and what the best, most logical course of
action would be should circumstances change during the match. Prior to the preparation period, I assess all
conditions—wind velocity and direction, mirage, or anything that will assist in determining the predominate
condition. I then formulate how I will fire that particular stage of the match. When the command “Start” is given
I’m already ahead of 90 percent of the firing line. At the world level of competition, everyone has a game plan,
except the person that is not prepared to win.

Absolutely Necessary
There is one final and very important point to keep in mind concerning shooting outdoors and dealing with the
elements. The shooter must master wind and mirage reading to be consistently successful. However, having said
all of the above, nothing takes the place of a well-aimed shot.
The great U.S. prone shooter and scholar of the sport, George Stidworthy, propounded several of the concepts in
this article. William Beard kindly provided editorial review.

Editor’s Note: Ernie established and continues to hold the national record for the Critchfield course-of-fire
consisting of 1600 iron and 1600 any sight shots with a score of 3200-301X. He was the Smallbore Rifle Prone
Champion at Camp Perry in 1980; fired a world record in the English Match with a perfect 600 in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, in 1981; was a member USAR Shooting Team from 1982-1994 and won 11 medals and set more than 200
national records in international competition.

Wisconsin Firearm Owners (WFO)
Mission
To promote and support the purpose and objectives of the National Rifle
Association, while protecting and defending the Constitutions of the United States
and the State of Wisconsin.
Securing Our Rights
The assaults on the rights of today’s firearms owner have never been
stronger. These attacks on our civil rights come from anti-hunting, anti-gun, and
anti-civil rights organizations. We must stand together to preserve the rights guaranteed to all free citizens
under the Second Amendment, the U.S. Constitution, and the Wisconsin Right to Keep and Bear Arms. WTO
has a constant presence in Madison helping to ensure your voice is heard. Whether it is the right to selfdefense, micro stamping or hunting regulations, we are involved. Combine your voice with that of thousands
like you in Wisconsin; our united voice cannot be ignored.
Club and Range Support
We are the experts in the State advising the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, clubs, and
businesses in upgrading, improving, and the design of ranges.
Competitions
Matches and events are listed on our calendar. Match Directors can also utilize our on-line registration. NRA
discipline championships are authorized and promoted by WTO. Please join us today!

Wisconsin Firearm Owners
Junior Service Rifle
Supporters

https://www.friendsofnra.org/

http://www.nosler.com/

http://www.bruxbarrels.com/

http://www.halltitle.com/

http://www.wisconsintrigger.com/

Racine County Line
Rifle Club

HOLUB MACHINE
& REPAIR, LLC

Central Wisconsin Gun
Collectors Association

Devoted to the Shooting
Sports

http://www.newhighpower.com/

https://kriegerbarrels.com/

http://www.hodgdonreloading.com/

http://www.vortexoptics.com/

Wood County Rifle
and Pistol Club
http://www.wcrifle.org/

https://www.racinecountylinerifleclub.com/

Chippewa Brass &
Aluminum Foundry LTD.

https://www.sierrabullets.com/
https://www.chippewafoundry.com/

https://bartleinbarrels.com/

http://www.centralwisconsingun.org/

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
11250 Waples Mill Road
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22030

May 22, 2019
My fellow NRA Member:
Since the NRA was founded almost 150 years ago, our adversaries have repeatedly tried to take us down. Today is no different. A
recent burst of media claims the NRA is vulnerable, financially unstable, and weakened in its fight to defend the Second
Amendment. Obviously intent on not letting the facts get in the way of a good story, most reports offer a distorted and inaccurate
view of the NRA. As officers and past presidents of the NRA, we write today to set the record straight.
As you may know, we recently convened in Indianapolis for one of the largest NRA conventions in our history. More than 80,000
of our members showed up to gather as one NRA family – to support our Association and celebrate our nation’s constitutional
freedoms. During our annual Members Meeting on April 27, some asked for greater insight into three issues: the NRA’s financial
affairs, our direction and strategy, and the supervisory role being played by our board of directors. We had an open forum and
spirited discussion.
Of course, our discussions were portrayed as a sort of family feud. (Infighting at the NRA – Chaos and Controversy!). At the NRA,
we take pride in the fact that our Association is inclusive and invites the active participation of every member. Every member has
an opportunity to voice any concern they may have at the Members Meeting. In fact, our greatest privilege is hearing from our
members. Like many of you, that’s why we were at the Members Meeting in the first place and spent countless hours on the
convention floor.
Fact: During a board of directors meeting on April 29, Wayne LaPierre was elected by acclamation to continue serving as our CEO
and Executive Vice President. The board also unanimously elected Carolyn D. Meadows to serve as our new president.
Perhaps looking for a way to counter the narrative about a stronger, more unified NRA, questions have now conveniently surfaced
about our financial situation and our standing in the regulatory arena. There also have been frequent attacks on Wayne’s personal
character.
Fact: According to the NRA’s chief financial officer, we are on budget in 2019. The NRA is meeting all banking and supplier
financial obligations and we continue to aggressively manage our cost structure to offset the orchestrated and calculated attacks
against NRA’s finances in 2018. Put another way, our financial house is in order – we aren’t going away.

We have full confidence in the NRA’s accounting practices and commitment to good governance.
Fact: The Association’s financials are audited and its tax filings are verified by one of the most reputable firms in the world.
Internally, the Association has a conflict of interest policy and, where appropriate, related-party transactions are reviewed and
approved by the board’s Audit Committee.
Simply put, we are well-positioned on the regulatory front and poised to handle all challenges that confront us.
Personal attacks against the NRA’s leaders are nothing new. Recent ones have focused on wardrobe purchases and travel expenses
incurred by Wayne. If members hear of an allegation, they can be assured that it has been or will be addressed by the

appropriate committees within our board of directors.
Fact: We have committees in place to oversee issues relating to Accounting, Legal Affairs, and Ethics, among others – and every
board member is invited to attend these meetings. Please remember that all of us are elected by you – our members. We are not
elected by Wayne or anyone on the NRA executive team. We serve as your elected representatives.
Fact: Over the years, Wayne had been advised by the NRA’s advertising professionals to invest in his professional wardrobe due to
his numerous public and media appearances. We understand that this was the same agency that facilitated the clothing
purchases. What wasn’t as evident in this “disclosure” is that the clothing expenses referenced in media reports dated back to
expenses from 15 years ago! To put it in perspective, over this time period, Wayne has participated in thousands of events and

hundreds of TV appearances, and personally directed fundraising efforts that total in the hundreds of millions of dollars. In any

event, this practice was discontinued some time ago.
Fact: The vast majority of the travel in question involved donor outreach, fundraising, and stakeholder engagement. As an
example, The Wall Street Journal reported that a trip to Italy was “tied to a 2015 documentary feature on the Italian gun maker
posted on NRATV.” Beretta, as you may know, is a major supporter of the NRA and our Second Amendment.
We are not inclined to further discuss unfounded attacks on our organization, political infighting, or a “weakened” NRA.
However, we will say this: Our adversaries will not divide us and any further discussion about the so-called “demise of the NRA” is
only meant to distract us from our mission. This is how it goes when you stand on the bedrock of constitutional freedom – and
represent the last line of defense against a campaign to take down the Second Amendment.
While board members may argue, and perhaps even disagree as to tactics, the support Wayne and the current leadership enjoys
reflects our assessment of his past and future value to the association as well as our realization that our opponents know they
have to take him down if they want to weaken the NRA.

As one NRA member recently said, the true story of the NRA won’t be found in today’s press clippings. It will be
written in the history books.
Wayne has been standing shoulder-to-shoulder with all of us for most of his professional life. He has our support. A campaign to
oust him failed – as the facts emerged, true motivations became apparent, and we agreed as to who should lead our fight for
freedom. We are now moving forward.
Fact: We will confront our opponents, defend our values, and proudly continue our tradition as the greatest civil rights
organization in the world.
Just like you, we care about the Second Amendment and our NRA. Just as you do, we know that our fights today are less for us
and more for our children and our grandchildren. Just like you, we are all courageous foot soldiers in our fight for freedom. Every
single one of us in this fight matters. The Second Amendment is where it is today because of all of OUR efforts. That’s why you
matter to our cause and our Association.
We are the NRA. United we stand. And together, we’ll win.

Signed,
Carolyn D. Meadows President
Charles L. Cotton
First Vice President
Lt. Col. Willes K. Lee USA (Ret)
Second Vice President
Allan D. Cors
Past President
James W. Porter Past President
David A. Keene Past President
Ronald L. Schmeits Past President
John C. Sigler
Past President
Sandra S. Froman
Past President
Kayne B. Robinson Past President
Marion P. Hammer
Past President
Robert K. Corbin Past President

National Matches Update
The NRA Competitions Division has advised the CMP that this year's NRA Pistol Championships will
be NRA's final competition at Camp Perry, Ohio. The decision to move all NRA championships to
Atterbury, Indiana, is a business decision made solely by the NRA. The NRA believes this move will
better position it to focus on the continuing battle to protect this country's Second Amendment
rights.
The CMP is saddened by the decision but respects the NRA's need to chart its future.
CMP remains fully committed to Camp Perry and the historic National Rifle and Pistol Matches which
have been held there continuously since 1907. CMP will move forward to grow the Camp Perry
matches and to continue modernizing the ranges in its partnership with the Ohio National Guard.
CMP and NRA are not at odds. Both organizations look forward to partnering in future competitions
serving all competitors.

