
 

Check us out on Facebook @ Wisconsin Force 

October 15, 2016 

Upcoming Events 2016 

HPR - Racine - Garand B & CMP 
Match 

December 6, 2016 
 

Minneapolis Rifle Club 
300 Meter International match 

November 13, 2016 
And December 11, 2016 

Go to: 
http://www.mrra.org/int.htm 

For more details 
 
 

For events in Wisconsin go to: 
https://wisconsinforce.org/events 

  

Brown County Sportsmen’s Club 

Host to Low Cost Skeet Shooting 

By Don Kelly  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

On July 2-3rd. Brown County                                                      

Sportsmen’s Club in Green                                                             

Bay Wisconsin hosted a low-cost 

registered skeet shoot.                                                           

The focus of this low-cost/low-                                                                   

pressure shoot was to                                                             

introduce registered skeet to                                                             

recreational shooters and                                                                                

have some fun shooting.  We                                                                

signed up 3 new members                                                                                

and did have fun shooting.  

This was an all-volunteer shoot.  The squad leader was                                                                            

the referee. The squad members passed the cord and                                                                      

score sheet around.  After the squad finished their event,                                                                                               

they loaded the machines for the next squad.   

Girls from the West High basketball team and their                                                                             

mothers prepared and served lunch both days as a fund                                                                    

raising exercise.  On Sunday afternoon after shoot-offs,                                                                    

some of the girls received some basic shotgun safety                                                                    

instruction and shot some targets.  One of the girls who                                                                         

had never handled a shotgun before commented that                                                                                                                                                                               

 

shooting skeet was harder than shooting free throws, but if the guys could break 

targets she could learn how as well. 

Shooters from around the state and the upper peninsula of Michigan attended.  Dave 

Maas ran 100’s in the 12 ga. and 20 ga. events.  Matt Savolainen won the 28 ga. with 

https://wisconsinforce.org/event-2168812
https://wisconsinforce.org/event-2168812
http://www.mrra.org/int.htm
https://wisconsinforce.org/events


a 99, and Mike Peterson was doubles, .410 bore and HOA Champion with 97, 98, and 

491. 

Two complaints that I hear are: 

(1)  registered skeet costs too much; and (2)  there is too much dead time with nothing 

to do between events.  Neither was the case at this shoot—4 person squads on a 1 

hour rotation shooting 3 events on Saturday and 2 events Sunday morning kept 

everyone busy.  It was an easy shoot to run—a lot of small clubs could use this model 

to encourage their league and recreational skeet shooters to try registered skeet. 

Vote November 8th! 

by James Melville 

 

As we all know, the election is coming up and we have some big decisions to make. 

One place to look toward for voting guidance is the NRA web page: 

https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Wisconsin/.  This web site is a great resource to identify 

pro-gun candidates. 

Our Wisconsin lifestyle includes hunting, competitive shooting, firearms manufacturing, 

gun collecting, and other recreational pursuits involving firearms. It is our duty as 

residents of Wisconsin to protect our 2nd amendment rights and vote for elected 

officials who share that commitment. 

Educate yourself on candidates on your area’s ballot who support our 2nd amendment 

rights. Help us protect Wisconsin’s firearm tradition so we can all enjoy our gun rights 

and secure them for future generations.   

 

“Self-Defense and the Public Interest: 
The Future of Concealed Carry in America” 

November 3, 2016 at 7:00 PM 

Room 2225 Law School Building 

University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin 

Professor Angela Stroud, Northland College, author of Good Guys with Guns: The Appeal and 

Consequences of Concealed Carry [University of North Carolina Press].  Professor Stroud received her 

PhD from the University of Texas – Austin and is one of the few researchers to actually interview conceal 

carry license holders. 

David Kopel, Denver University Law School & Cato Institute, author of The Morality of Self-Defense and 

Military Action and The Truth About Gun Control [among many books and articles]. David Kopel is one of 

America’s leading 2nd Amendment litigators. His amicus brief in the Heller (2008) decision is cited a 

number of times in Justice Scalia’s majority opinion.  

For further information, contact Professor John Sharpless, Department of History, UW-Madison 

jbsharpl@wisc.edu 

 

https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Wisconsin/


 

 

 

by Ryan Cleckner 

The three worst habits of unsuccessful long-range shooters aren’t what you might 

expect. They aren’t shooting techniques like improper trigger control or unstable 

shooting positions. While technique is important, improper application of the shooting 

fundamentals can be overcome with proper training and practice. The three worst 

habits are attitudinal, and they can rear their ugly heads even after you learn the 

proper technique. These three worst habits are: 

 Focusing too much on the minutia 

 Focusing too much on the target 

 Focusing too much on misses 

The Three Bad Habits of Highly 

Unsuccessful Long Range Shooters 

http://www.thetruthaboutguns.com/author/robert-farago/ 

http://www.thetruthaboutguns.com/author/robert-farago/


 

Focusing on the minutia 

When a shooter is too focused on the minutia of long-range shooting they often forget 

their fundamentals. The shooter stresses about variables that will have a minor effect 

on their accuracy — and ends up jerking the trigger. 

Well, you caught me. I just said that the three bad habits of unsuccessful long-range 

shooters don’t involve the proper application of the fundamentals. I just wrote that the 

#1 bad habit involves skipping the proper application of shooting fundamentals. Let me 

explain . . . 

The problem isn’t jerking the trigger per se. It’s worrying about the spin of the Earth — 

instead of focusing on proper trigger control. It’s worrying about how level the rifle is — 

instead of remembering how to breathe. It’s calculating the humidity effect on the 

bullet’s path — instead of adjusting the scope’s elevation turret for the appropriate 

distance. 

Long range shooting can be difficult. There’s a lot to learn and master. But it’s 

not that complicated. Accurate long-range shooting can be broken down to two main 

tasks: pointing the rifle in the proper direction and firing the rifle without disturbing its 

alignment. Getting the rifle pointed in the exact right orientation is irrelevant if you’re 

going to change its position by yanking the trigger. 

If you want to progress, you need to focus on these basics first and move on to the 

advanced parts later. If you can’t shoot at least a 1” group at 100 yards consistently, 

it’s not time to consider the Coriolis effect. If you aren’t able to shoot your rifle without 

jerking the trigger, you shouldn’t be trying to shoot from advanced positions. 

http://bulletin.accurateshooter.com/2013/06/


 

Focusing on the target 

A lot of long-range shooters fall in love with the target. That’s because their high-end 

scopes present a nice clear image of the target; they want nothing in this world more 

than to put the neat little holes in the middle. So shooters tend to stare at it. 

Magnification is not your friend. With a clear, sharp image of the target in a scope, it’s 

all too easy to look past the reticle and focus on the target. This can cause the reticle 

to drift out of proper alignment with the target without the shooter noticing. 

When I walk up and down the firing line of sniper students I constantly repeat a simple 

mantra: “focus on the reticle, steady pressure on the trigger.” Whatever the actual 

reason for their miss, it’s often resolved by focusing on what you can control instead of 

what you can’t. 

One of the fundamentals to accurately shooting with iron sights is focusing on the front 

sight. Focusing on the reticle of a rifle scope is just as important. You can often correct 

the bad habit of target fixation just by turning down the magnification on your scope or 

shooting a bit with iron sights. 

 

http://galleryhip.com/rifle-scope-view.html


Focusing on misses 

If you’re a long-range shooter you’re going to miss the target. Or the center of the 

target. When you focus too much on a missed shot, you increase the chances of 

missing the following shot. You can hear unsuccessful shooters discussing and 

analyzing their missed shot instead of discussing what they need to do to make a hit. 

 

Spotter: Oooh, that was a little low. 

Shooter: How low? 

Spotter: Umm, about a foot. Did you jerk it? 

Shooter: I don’ t think so. This ammo sucks/the temperature calculation is wrong/my 

iPhone application gave me the wrong data/etc. 

That’s not to say you should ignore a missed shot. You can learn a lot about why you 

missed that you can use to get a hit. But once you’ve analyzed an error, even if you’re 

not entirely sure exactly what you did wrong, don’t focus on it. Change what you need 

to change and make the next shot better. 

Keep it short and simple. After shooting, call your shot and reload your rifle. All that 

chatter about the direction of the miss, the reason for the miss and the [possible] 

correction required takes up valuable time. And time is not your friend, 

either. One example: wind. 

Wind is the most difficult variable when shooting long-range. The best time to shoot is 

immediately after you’ve seen exactly what the wind did to your bullet. If you wait too 

long, the wind may change and you’ll be back to square one. 

I’ve lost count of how many times I’ve seen too much attention paid to a missed shot 

by a shooter who then forgot to reload their rifle. By the time they were ready to shoot 

again, they made the worst kind of miss possible: the bullet didn’t even get closer to 

the target because the gun didn’t fire. 

 



Conclusion 

When I was taking the U.S. Military’s Special Operations Target Interdiction Course 

(SOTIC), I learned to accept an inarguable fact: the previous round was down-range. 

There was nothing I could do to bring it back or change the miss into a hit. I learned to 

let it go. To go back to basics and focus all my attention on getting them right. To 

make the next shot count. It’s a lesson that’s helped me both on and off the range. 

Ryan Cleckner was a special operations sniper team leader in the US Army’s 1st 

Ranger Bn (75th) with multiple combat deployments and a sniper instructor. He has a 

series of basiconline instructional videos (more to come shortly) and his book, Long 

Range Shooting Handbook, is available for pre-order at Amazon. 

 
Wisconsin Firearm Owners, Ranges, 

Clubs & Educators, Inc. 

Membership Application ___ NEW MEMBER ___ RENEWAL 

Please fill out and return to: Wisconsin FORCE, PO Box 

130, Seymour, WI 54165-0130 

Make checks payable to: Wisconsin FORCE 

Club Patriot Member: ___ 1 Year ($250) Annual membership and 

donation! 
Member Dues: Adult ___ 1 Year - $20 ___ Life - $250 ___ Membership ends with the passing of a member or dissolution of a 

corporation. Members are responsible to keep their personal information current. Junior Member / Under 18 Years ___ - FREE Make 
a donation: __ $20 __ $50 __ $100 __ $200 __ $500 __ $1000 __ $5000 __ Other $_______ If paying by credit card, name and 

address above MUST match exactly the billing info for credit card. ___ VISA ___ Master ___ Discover Card Number ___ ___ ___ 
___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ Exp: ____ / ____ CVV Code from back of card _______           

Signature ____________________________ Amount Due for Wisconsin FORCE $ _____________                                           
E-mail (required to receive newsletter and updates): __________________________________________________ 

 Name: _____________________________________________Date of Birth __/__/____  
Address City, State, Zip Code ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Where did you hear about Wisconsin FORCE? Clubs that you are a member of. I certify that I am not now, and never have been, a 
member of any organization which has in any part of its program, the attempt to overthrow the government of the United States by 
force or violence, and that I have never been convicted of a felony, crime of violence, or misdemeanor domestic violence, and I am 

not otherwise prohibited from owning firearms. If admitted to membership in the Wisconsin Firearm Owners, Ranges, Clubs & 
Educators Inc., I will fulfill the obligations of good sportsmanship, and I will uphold the Constitution of the United States of America 

and the Second Amendment thereto. Signature____________________________________ Date_______/_____/_________                                                        
Donations to Wisconsin FORCE are not refundable or transferable and are not tax deductible as charitable contributions for tax 

purposes 

Wisconsin FORCE Mission 

To promote and support the purpose and objectives of the National Rifle Association, while protecting and 
defending the Constitutions of the United States and the State of Wisconsin. 
Securing Our Rights 
The assaults on the rights of today’s firearms owner have never been stronger.  These attacks on our civil 
rights come from anti-hunting, anti-gun, and anti-civil rights organizations.  We must stand together to 
preserve the rights guaranteed to all free citizens under the Second Amendment, the U.S. Constitution, and 
the Wisconsin Right to Keep and Bear Arms.  Wisconsin FORCE has a constant presence in Madison 
helping to ensure your voice is heard. Whether it is the right to self-defense, micro stamping or hunting 
regulations, we are involved.  Combine your voice with that of thousands like you in Wisconsin; our united 
voice cannot be ignored. 
Club and Range Support 
We are the experts in the State advising the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, clubs, and 
businesses in upgrading, improving, and the design of ranges. 
Competitions 
Matches and events are listed on our calendar. Match Directors can also utilize our on-line registration. NRA 

discipline championships are authorized and promoted by Wisconsin FORCE. Please join us today! 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=ryan+cleckner
http://www.amazon.com/Long-Range-Shooting-Handbook-Cleckner/dp/151865472X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1452878256&sr=8-1&keywords=Long+Range+Shooting+Handbook
http://www.amazon.com/Long-Range-Shooting-Handbook-Cleckner/dp/151865472X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1452878256&sr=8-1&keywords=Long+Range+Shooting+Handbook


 

Wisconsin Force Supporters 

HOLUB 

MACHINE & 

REPAIR, LLC 

http://www.newhighpower.com/ 

 

 

https://kriegerbarrels.com/ 

 

http://www.nosler.com/ 

 

Central Wisconsin 

Gun Collectors 
Association 

 

http://www.centralwisconsingun.org/ 

Wood County 

Rifle and Pistol 

Club 

http://www.wcrifle.org/  

 

 

http://my.rclrc.net/index.php 

 

 

http://www.halltitle.com/ 

 

http://www.wisconsintrigger.com/ 

    

    

    

    

 

 


